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These I accept, and they oblige us, though I for one am op-
posed to this system,, to accept the results of the ballot box.
But if these results are changed in the slightest degree, they
are unacceptable by reason of the same electoral and demo-
cratic theory."
"They will not be changed, I assure you."
"I believe that you are promising something which you
will not be able to carry out. It would be more efficacious
if persons of responsibility and those of us who hold definite
posts in the service of the state and the established regime
kept in close touch with one another to make sure that the
mob will not take us by surprise,"
The director of the civil guard did not care to listen to
these words. "I repeat, all this is not as important as you
seem to think. In my opinion, what is occurring is merely
a legitimate expression of Republican joy. I see no reason
for expecting anything serious."
In the face of Pozas' servile and adulatory attitude towards
the revolutionaries. General Franco realized that he could
not count on him in any emergency,
As the evening slowly went on, crowded with threats,
omens, and hoarse shouting, General Franco was notified
by several well-informed friends that Red pressure had
already begun to make itself felt in the form of disturbances
in many localities, that more serious disorders were feared,
and that Portela, in a depressed state of mind, was only a
puppet in the hands of the revolution.
It was nearly three o'clock in the morning when Franco
called upon the Minister of War, General Molero, who was
sleeping. He awakened him. Molero began to talk before
he had completely recovered from the drowsiness of his first
sleep. He was astonished at the things General Franco told
him.
"And what do you think I can do?"